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AUSMEPA WELCOMES FIRST AUSTRALIAN FLAG SHIP   

TO THE AUSMEPA SHIP MEMBERSHIP SCHEME 
 

Mr. Neil Baird, AUSMEPA’s Chairman, recently presented an AUSMEPA certificate 
and AUSMEPA flag to Ms Jane Lovett, Maritime Logistics, BlueScope Steel for the first 
Australian flag ship the M.V. Iron Monarch to be approved and accepted into the 
AUSMEPA Ship Membership Scheme. The presentation ceremony took place at the 
Sydney offices of Origin Energy one of AUSMEPA sponsors. 
 
Mr. Neil Baird said the AUSMEPA Ship Membership Scheme had been introduced to 
award ships which can demonstrate a high level of safety and marine environment 
consciousness.  
 
“To fly the AUSMEPA Flag is a sign of quality” he said 
 
To be approved by the AUSMEPA Board for Ship Membership a ship must be able to 
demonstrate a good safety and environmental record.  AUSMEPA uses the following 
guidelines to determine ship quality and asses potential for AUSMEPA ship membership, 
any one will qualify a ship for consideration: 
 

·  Two continuous years free of detention under Australia’s port State control 
regime; 

·  A US Coast Guard QUALSHIP 21 Certificate; 
·  A Green Award Certificate 
·  Any other internationally recognised certificate or record providing evidence of 

the ship’s quality and safety record, e.g. from a ship vetting company. 
 
AUSMEPA Ships are entered in the data base operated by Right Ship Pty. Ltd. which 
keeps track of AUSMEPA member ship’s PSC and other inspections throughout the 
world and their data base would also show up any significant incidents, should one occur, 
such as a grounding or collision. Such a monitoring scheme is essential to provide 
integrity to the AUSMEPA ship membership scheme. 
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Neil Baird said that in the event of such an incident the AUSMEPA Board would assess 
the circumstances of the incident and decide whether AUSMEPA ship member status 
should be withdrawn. 
Editor’s Note: 
M. V. Iron Monarch is owned by BlueScope Steel and operated by Teekay Shipping 
(Australia) Pty. Ltd. 
Presentation Photo Attached 
Left to right are: Sean Quinlan (Teekay Shipping), Neil Baird (AUSMEPA Chairman), 
Jane Lovett (BlueScope Steel), Michael Julian (AUSMEPA) and Allan Kneller (Teekay 
Shipping). Note Teekay Shipping is  

Current AUSMEPA Programs 
AUSMEPA has recently introduced a number of educational programs to partner with 
industry and the community to help protect the marine environment. 

 
Welcome to Australia DVD 
In partnership with the Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) AUSMEPA 
produced an educational DVD titled ‘Welcome to Australia – Protecting the Marine 
Environment’. The DVD is placed on all ships calling at an Australian port by its agent 
and can be viewed in five languages; Spanish, Chinese, English, Greek and Filipino. The 
DVD provides information on Australia’s unique ocean environments, highlights the 
need for continued protection of the ocean from ship sourced pollution, and discusses 
penalties for breaching the strict Australian marine pollution laws.  Supplies of the DVD 
are available from Shipping Australia Ltd. 
 

Safety and Environment Bulletin  
AUSMEPA will soon publish a shipping safety and environmental information bulletin 
that will be issued periodically to all ships visiting Australia. The bulletin will include 
information and lessons learnt from AMSA’s Port State Control ship inspection program, 
The Australian Transport Safety Bureau marine incident investigations and current issues 
related to the protection of the marine environment. 
  
Interactive Web Based Educational Programs  
AUSMEPA develops free web based educational resources, these include lesson plans 
and interactive educational programs for schools and the community. Current programs 
include ‘Marine Pests and Threats’ covering the issues of ballast water, hull fouling and 
marine debris.  ‘The Effects of Climate Change on Coral Bleaching’ and soon to be 
released ‘Stormwater Pollution’ all available at www.ausmepa.org.au 
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